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IN THE MATTER OF THE TEACHERS ACT, SBC 2011 c. 19 

AND 

IN THE MATTER CONCERNING 

DAVID WILLIAM POPOFF 

 

CONSENT RESOLUTION AGREEMENT 

 

BETWEEN: 

THE COMMISSIONER, APPOINTED UNDER THE TEACHERS ACT 

(the “Commissioner”) 

AND: 
 

 

DAVID WILLIAM POPOFF 

(“Popoff”) 

 

BACKGROUND and FACTS 

 

1. Popoff holds a valid Professional Certificate of Qualification, No. . It was issued 

by the Director of Certification (the “Director”) under the Teachers Act on May 5, 2018, 

and is valid from that day. 

2. At all material times, Popoff was employed as a middle school teacher by School District 

No. 5 (Southeast Kootenay) (the “District”) at a school in the District (the “School”). 

3. On February 26, 2025, the District made a report to the Commissioner regarding Popoff, 

under section 16 of the School Act. 

4. During the 2024/2025 school year, Popoff was a Grade 6 teacher at the School. 

 

5. On October 21, 2024, Popoff: 

 

a. Brought dry ice into the School without prior permission from the School. 
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b. Demonstrated to his students the use of dry ice. During the demonstration, Popoff did 

not utilize any protective equipment. 

c. Popoff handled the dry ice with his bare hands and put dry ice in his mouth. 

 

6. On October 22, 2024: 

 

a. Popoff’s Grade 6 students and a class of Kindergarten students were together. Popoff 

demonstrated to the students the use of dry ice. 

b. Popoff and the students were not using protective equipment, including gloves, safety 

glasses or protective clothing. 

c. Popoff told the Grade 6 students they could handle the dry ice with their bare hands. 

 

d. The students were divided into small groups; each group included both Grade 6 and 

Kindergarten students. Each group had cups or containers containing dry ice. Each 

group was not closely monitored. 

e. At least once, Popoff briefly left his classroom. There was at least one Education 

Assistant in Popoff’s classroom during these times. 

 

f. One student put dry ice in a water bottle and closed the lid. The water bottle exploded 

and shot upwards into a ceiling tile. The bottle left a hole in the ceiling tile and left 

shards around the room. Some students and an Education Assistant became wet from 

the explosion, and one student had to change their clothes. Some students were scared 

and at least one student began crying (the “Incident”). 

7. Dry ice is frozen carbon dioxide, which is an extremely cold solid and can cause cold burns 

or frostbite when it comes into contact with skin. Dry ice sublimes, giving off carbon 

dioxide vapour. Safety guidelines state that, when handling dry ice, a person should always 

wear gloves, safety glasses and protective clothing, as well as ensure that there is adequate 

ventilation in the area. 

8. Popoff did not follow these safety guidelines and did not provide any protective equipment 

to the students who were given access to dry ice. 

9. When interviewed by the District, Popoff downplayed the seriousness of the safety 

concerns, blamed the student for the Incident, and stated that he would not do anything 

differently if he were to teach the same lesson again, but acknowledged that he might feel 

differently if someone had been hurt. 

10. The District suspended Popoff for 10 days. 





2nd March
New Westminster
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