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students were in the woodshop where they were building a mock shed which included 

electrical wiring.  Student A wore a leather tool pouch with large pockets on each side 

and a small pocket in front. 

b. Student A was installing electrical boxes with a classmate, and Ponak wanted to 

double check the measurements the students had made.  Ponak asked the students for 

a measuring tape and when neither responded, he reached into Student A’s leather 

tool pouch and retrieved one.  Ponak did not ask Student A’s permission before 

reaching into the tool pouch. 

c. Student A reported feeling very uncomfortable having their personal space invaded 

by Ponak as Student A could feel Ponak’s hand close to their groin area when Ponak 

retrieved the measuring tape. 

5. On May 21, 2020, the District disciplined Ponak by issuing him a written warning letter.  

The District also indicated its expectation that Ponak complete a boundaries course.  

6. The District had previously its concerns with Ponak as follows: 

a. On March 15, 2010, the District issued Ponak verbal warning and a letter of direction, 

reminding him that teachers cannot put their hands on students in a manner that a 

reasonable person would consider as inappropriate. 

b. On April 13, 2017, the District issued Ponak a written reprimand following 

allegations that he made inappropriate comments to students and making unnecessary 

physical contact with a student.  Ponak was reminded of the District’s expectation 

that teachers exercise an appropriate duty of care towards students which takes into 

consideration their emotional and physical safety concerns. 

7. On August 27, 2020 the Commissioner considered this matter and determined to propose a 

consent resolution agreement to Ponak, in accordance with section 53(1)(a) of the 

Teachers Act.  

CONSEQUENCES 

8. This Agreement is made under section 53 of the Teachers Act. 

9. Ponak understands and acknowledges that this Agreement is not effective until executed by 

the Commissioner, and that the date of execution by the Commissioner will be the effective 

date of this Agreement (the “Effective Date”).   

10. Ponak admits that the facts set out in paragraphs 1 to 6 of this Agreement are true. 





Victoria

23 November


	2021-11-23 Executed_Consent_Resolution_Agreement.pdf
	LegalFilesWeb1.pdf
	2021-11-23 Executed_Consent_Resolution_Agreement



